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PRYOR OIL CO., INC. )
- )

Plaintiff, ) CIVIL ACTION__
)
V. )
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, as represented ;
by CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN, in her official )

capgcity as Adminisj[rator of the United States ) COMPLAINT
Environmental Protection Agency, and by JIMMY )
PALMER, in his official capacity as Regional )
Administrator of EPA Region IV, )
Defendant. ;
)
)
)
)
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, by and through counsel, hereby respectfully files this Complaint against the
Defendant, the United States of America, as represented by Christine Todd Whitman, in her
official capacity as Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(hereinafter “EPA”), and Jimmy Palmer, in his official capacity as Regional Administrator of
Region IV of the United States Environmental Protection Agency, and in support thereof
respectfully alleges as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. Plaintiff brings this action under the United States Constitution, Section 10(a) of

the Administrative Procedure Act, S U.S.C. § 702, and 28 U.S.C. § 2201, seeking judicial review

of and declaratory judgment relief regarding Defendant’s actions taken pursuant to Section




311(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972, as amended, commonly referred to as
the Clean Water Act (hereinafter “CWA”). Plaintiff seeks a declaration that Defendant’s actions
regarding the Howard/White Unit #1 natural gas and oil well (the “Well”) violates Plaintiff’s
constitutional rights, exceed Defendant’s statutory jurisdiction and authority, and are arbitrary,
capricious and otherwise not in accordance with law. Plaintiff also seeks a temporary restraining
order, a preliminary injunction and/or a permanent injunction, prohibiting Defendant from
conducting a Mechanical Integrity Test (“MIT”) on the Well and/or plugging and abandoning the
Well.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. § 1331
(controversy arising under a federal statute), 28 U.S.C. § 1337 (controversy arising under an Act
of Congress regulating commerce), 28 U.S.C. § 2201 (action for declaratory judgment).

3. Venue lies in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b), (e).

PARTIES

4. Plaintiff Pryor Oil Co., Inc. (“Pryor Oil”) is a corporation organized and existing
under and by virtue of the laws of the state of Missouri, with its principal offices being located at
136 E. Spring Street, Cookeville, Putnam County, Tennessee.

5. The Defendant, United States of America, has as one of its branches the
Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”). EPA is represented by and acts through its
Administrator, Christine Todd Whitman. EPA is organized into geographic regions. EPA
Region IV acts through and is represented by its Regional Administrator. On information and

belief, the EPA Region IV Acting Regional Administrator is Jimmy Palmer.
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